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New Century Environmental (NCE) Corporate Overview: 
 
NCE is a leading environmental consulting firm that provides a unique blend of scientific, 
technical, and field expertise for clients that need environmental science and natural 
resource management support throughout the United States.  
 
We have a flexible staff that works out of offices in Nebraska, Colorado and South 
Dakota.  Collectively, we have over 300 years of wildlife and natural resource management 
experience and manage over 3.5 million acres of land in five states.  Resources managed 
include: 
 

• 750 riverine (river & stream) miles 
• Over 1000 palustrine (emergent) wetlands 
• 35 lakes 
• 140,000 acres of forest land 
• 1.75 M acres of grassland 

 
We continually expand and upgrade our services and techniques to provide clients with the 
best value.  Currently, we are implementing diverse, innovative, and economical acoustic 
and camera surveillance techniques to new areas of wildlife and environmental 
management.  
 
Interior Least Tern: 
 
The Interior Least Tern is the smallest tern in North America. It is a feisty, swallow-shaped 
bird that is often seen in flight.  They are 8-9 inches long with a 20-inch wingspan. During 
the nesting season, adults are gray above (wings and back) and white below, with a black 
crown and eye stripe, white forehead, yellow bill with a black tip, and short yellow-orange 
legs with webbed feet. In flight you can see the long, black outermost wing feathers and 
short, deeply forked tail. Interior Least Terns feed on small fish and are often observed 
hovering over the water before diving in to catch a small fish in their bill. 
Interior Least Terns are colonial nesters meaning that they nest near each other. They lay 
two to three eggs directly on the sand in a small bowl-shaped depression. The eggs are 
incubated for about 21 days before they hatch. The chicks are sandy brown with white 



underparts and tiny black spots on their head and back. Chicks start to wander away from 
their nest about two days after hatching and can fly about 21 days after hatching. 
 

         
*Adult Least Tern with Chick   *Least Tern Eggs 

 
Piping Plover: 
 
The Piping Plover is a small migratory shorebird often seen running on the sand. It is 
about 7 inches long with a 19-inch wingspan. Piping Plovers are sand-colored birds with 
white underparts, and orange legs. During the nesting season, adults have an orange bill 
with a dark tip, a black forehead band, and a single black breast band. Piping Plovers are 
often mistaken for Killdeer; a similar species that has two breast bands, a darker brown 
back, and is larger than the Piping Plover. Piping Plovers feed on small insects and 
invertebrates and are often seen probing their bills into mud and sandy substrates along 
the water’s edge. 
 
Piping Plovers typically lay four eggs in a simple depression in the sand that is often lined 
with small pebbles. The eggs are incubated for about 28 days before they hatch. The chicks 
blend into their surroundings very effectively because of their camouflaged plumage. 
Piping Plover chicks start to wander away from their nest about two hours after hatching 
and can fly about 28 days after hatching. Adult plovers will protect their nest and young by 
performing a broken wing display (feigning aninjury) to draw predators away from their 
nest and young. 
 

     
*Adult Piping Plover       *Piping Plover Eggs         *Piping Plover Chick 
 



Tern and Plover Nesting Season/Monitoring Plan: 
 
In Nebraska, the tern and plover nesting seasons last from mid-April to mid-August. In 
early to mid-April of every monitoring year, NCE survey staff will begin weekly survey 
visits to Lake Allure to conduct an initial habitat availability and bird presence and nest use 
survey. Surveys will be conducted through mid-August.  They will record all bird activity 
weekly from nest initiation through bird departure. If a site no longer has suitable nesting 
habitat, they will stop visiting the site. If no adults or nesting activity are observed by July 1, 
they will only visit once every two weeks and if no adults or nesting activity are observed 
by mid-July they will stop visiting the site for the year. A final end-of-year report will be 
submitted to Thomas Dredging and the Lake Allure Homeowners Association. 
 
Below is a map depicting the terns and plover nests during the 2017 season: 
 

 
 
Exclusion Zones/Reporting: 
 
Lots 121-125 (see map on next page) have been designated as exclusion zones. This area 
will be roped off and signs will be posted. Absolutely no persons, pets, or objects can enter 
this area during the nesting season of April 15-August 15. 
 
 



 

 
 
Nests that are found outside of the exclusion zones will be roped off in an area 
approximately 50’ x 50’, marked with signage, and a flag placed within 10 feet of the nest. 
Absolutely no persons, pets, or objects can enter this area until the rope and signage has 
been removed. 
 
If you find a nest that hasn’t been roped off and flagged, please contact New Century 
(402.562.9155) right away. 
 
If you’re considering any construction during the nesting season, lot owners are advised to 
use mylar flagging, raking, or sand mounding/movement to discourage the birds from 
nesting. Unless the nest fails, it takes 7-8 weeks for a nesting area to be cleared for persons, 
pets and objects/construction. 
 
Contact Information: 
 
If you have any questions regarding the Interior Least Terns and Piping Plovers nesting on 
your property or other property at Lake Allure, please contact: 

 
New Century Environmental LLC    
678 South Red Fox Lane   
Columbus Nebraska 68601 
O: 402-562-9155 H: 402-562-8200 C: 402-910-3533 
mgutzmer@newcenturyenvironmental.com 

mailto:mgutzmer@newcenturyenvironmental.com

